
www.spartacusworld.com

Gay Travel Index
Since 2013 the editorial staff of the Spartacus 
International Gay Guide has complied the 
Spartacus Gay Travel Index. In this year, some 
changes in the evaluation of the Gay Travel In-
dex’ countries have been made to the list, to 
include the countries which are not listed in the 
Spartacus International Gay Guide, in order to 
establish a better comparability. It also aims to 
minimize distortions for whose countries for 
which we have received insufficient informa-
tion and so no evaluation in each of the catego-
ries. But we didn’t want the information that we 
have collected these countries not be withheld 
and we decided to create a separate list.

The categories have not changed and reflect 
both the legal provisions as well as the social 
conditions that homosexuals in the respective 
countries are confronted with. 

We have 14 categories ranging from gay-mar-
riage to death penalty for homosexuals. The 
countries are colour coded with dark green be-

ing the most liberal and gay-friendly countries 
down to red for the most dangerous countries 
for homosexuals to visit and live in.

This list will be updated on a regular basis, 
allowing trends to be seen–positive as well as 
negative changes to our gay world. You can 
find the explaination of our points system on 
the last page.

EXPLANATION OF OUR POINTS
SYSTEM FOR OUR GAY TRAVEL INDEX

Our Gay Travel Index is divided into positive 
and negative categories. On the left hand side 
the positive (in green) and on the right the neg-
ative attributes (in red).

With regard to anti-discrimination laws up to 3 
points can be awarded, making a distinction, for 
example, whether the principle of non-discrim-
ination on grounds of sexual orientation in the 
constitution or only in a law for a specific area 

is shown. In the category marriage/partnership 
up to two points can be awarded, as well as in 
adoption (So-called step child adoption or/and 
joint adoption).  The strength of the religious in-
fluence and general homophobia in society will 
be assessed with up to -2 points, since the qual-
ity of life you can massively restrict homosexual. 
Also reports of homophobic motivated murders 
in all countries will be evaluated with -2 points. 
In some countries homosexuals must fear the 
death penalty, but we distinguish between 
whether the death penalty is only set in the law, 
but does not apply / is not carried out (-1 point) 
or whether it is actually carried out (-5 points).  
All other categories will be with /- 1 point.

The constantly changing political influences 
will be reflected in our updates, which will take 
place several times per year.

Update: February 17th, 2016
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1 Sweden 9 3 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

United Kingdom1 9 3 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 Canada2 8 3 2 2 1 1 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Belgium 8 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Denmark 8 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

France 8 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Iceland 8 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Netherlands 8 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Reunion 8 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

10 Finland 7 3 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Spain 7 2 2 2 1 1 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Luxembourg 7 2 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Norway 7 2 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Uruguay 7 2 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

15 French Polynesia 6 2 2 2 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Malta 6 2 1 2 1 1 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Germany3 6 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Austria 6 1 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Portugal 6 3 2 2 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

New Caledonia 6 2 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

21 Slovenia 5 3 1 1 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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21 Greenland 5 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ireland4 5 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

New Zealand 5 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Switzerland 5 2 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Brazil 5 1 2 1 1 1 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Guadeloupe 5 2 2 2 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Martinique 5 2 2 2 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

29 Andorra 4 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Czech Republic 4 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estonia 4 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Gibraltar 4 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Israel5 4 1 1 2 1 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Argentina 4 0 2 2 1 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

South Africa 4 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

36 Thailand 3 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Australia 3 1 0 1 1 1 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Guam 3 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Puerto Rico6 3 2 2 2 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

40 Hungary 2 2 1 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mozambique 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Liechtenstein 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ecuador 2 3 1 0 0 1 -1 -1 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Nepal 2 3 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Virgin Islands (USA)6 2 1 2 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

USA* 2 1 2 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Colombia7 2 2 1 2 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

Mexico 2 1 1 2 1 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

49 Taiwan 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Aruba 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bolivia 1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Bosnia-Herzegovina8 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 0 0 0

Bulgaria 1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Costa Rica 1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Croatia 1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Montenegro 1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Romania 1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Slovakia 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Cyprus 1 1 1 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Greece 1 1 1 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Latvia 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0
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49 Macao 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Curacao 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

64 British Virgin Islands 0 3 0 0 0 1 -2 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 0 0

St. Maarten9 0 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Italy 0 1 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Nicaragua 0 1 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Poland 0 1 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Venezuela 0 1 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Philippines10 0 1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bermuda 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Benin 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Cambodia 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

China/Hong Kong 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Japan 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Mongolia 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Vietnam 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Kosovo 0 3 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Albania 0 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

80 Lithuania -1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0 0

Moldova -1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0 0

San Marino -1 1 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Azerbaijan -1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 0 0 0

Guinea-Bissau -1 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Kazakhstan -1 0 0 0 0 1 0 -1 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Macedonia -1 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Monaco -1 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Armenia11 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Laos -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Serbia -1 2 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 -1 -2 0 0 0

Chile -1 1 1 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0

92 Cabo Verde -2 1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Fiji -2 0 0 0 0 1 -1 -1 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Singapore -2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Ukraine -2 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 -1 -1 0 0 0

Vanuatu -2 0 0 0 0 1 -1 -1 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Gabon -2 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Georgia -2 2 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

99 Seychelles -3 2 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Botswana12 -3 1 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Tunisia -3 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0
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99 Burkina Faso -3 0 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Kyrgyzstan -3 0 0 0 0 1 -1 -1 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Rwanda -3 0 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Myanmar -3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Cuba -3 1 0 0 0 1 0 -1 -1 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

Honduras13 -3 1 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

El Salvador -3 1 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -2 0

109 South Korea -4 0 0 0 0 1 -2 -1 -1 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Angola -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Barbados -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

India14 -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Namibia -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Sri Lanka15 -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 -1 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Suriname -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 -1 0 0 -1 0 0 0

Trinidad & Tobago -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Equatorial Guinea -4 0 0 0 0 1 -2 -1 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Tajikistan -4 0 0 0 0 1 -2 0 -1 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Dem. Rep. of Congo -4 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Panama -4 0 0 0 0 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 0 0 -1 0 0

Lebanon16 -4 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Antigua & Barbuda -4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Mauritius17 -4 1 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -2 0 0

Guatemala -4 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -2 0

125 Samoa -5 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Syria -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Ivory Coast -5 0 0 0 0 - -2 0 -1 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Belarus -5 0 0 0 0 1 -1 -1 -1 0 -1 -2 0 0 0

Rep. of the Congo -5 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Sierra Leone -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Oman -5 0 0 0 0 1 -1 -1 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Belize -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Burundi -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Grenada -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Morocco -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Bahrain18 -5 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 0 0

Dominican Republic -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 0 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

Paraguay -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 -2 0

Peru19 -5 1 0 0 0 1 -2 0 -1 0 0 -2 0 -2 0

Haiti -5 0 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -2 0

Madagascar -5 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -2 0
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142 Bhutan -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Brunei -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Tonga -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Bangladesh -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Central African Rep. -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Eritrea -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Gambia -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Ghana20 -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Liberia -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Swaziland -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Uzbekistan -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Malaysia -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Pakistan -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Zambia -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -1 -1 0 0

Djibouti21 -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Kenya -6 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Togo -6 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Nigeria22 -6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 -1

Bahamas -6 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 0 0 -2 0 -2 0

Turkey23 -6 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 -1 -1 -2 0

162 Cook Islands -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Papua New Guinea -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Solomon Islands -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Turkmenistan -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Comoros Islands -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Dominica -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Egypt -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Ethiopia -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Kuwait -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Maldives -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Senegal -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Tanzania -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Uganda -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Vatican City24 -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 0 0 -2 -2 0 0

Mauritania -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 -1

Iraq25 -7 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 0 0 0 -2 0 -2 0

178 Qatar -8 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 0

Sudan -8 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 -1

Malawi -8 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 -2 0

Jordan -8 0 0 0 0 1 -2 -1 -1 0 0 -2 -1 -2 0
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178 Zimbabwe -8 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 0

183 Russia -9 0 0 0 0 1 -2 -1 -1 0 -1 -2 -1 -2 0

Algeria -9 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 0

Cameroon -9 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 0

Jamaica -9 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 0

Guyana -9 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 0

Libya -9 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 0

Afghanistan -9 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 0 -2 -1

190 Yemen -10 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 0 -2 -1

191 Saudi Arabia -12 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 -5

192 United Arab Emirates -13 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -1 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 0 -5

193 Iran -14 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 -5

Somalia26 -14 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 -1 -1 0 -2 -1 -2 -5

Notes:

1 In Northern Ireland the legal situation for same-sex 
adoption is unclear.

2 In Canada the adoption laws vary per province. 
Same-sex-adoption is however possible countrywide.

3 In Germany, due to federal government system, 
there are varying regulations regarding arrival/ 
residence HIV. For example in Bavaria someone 
who is HIV-positive can be denied entry. The Federal 
Constitutional Court has stipulated in several rendi-
tions of judgment that the politicians implement the 
same rights for gay men and lesbians which apply 
to heterosexuals.

4 The Employment Equality Act allows religious-run 
workplaces exemption from its anti-discrimination 
provisions in order to protect their ethos.

5 In Israel a civil marriage for both homosexual and 
heterosexual couples is not possible as marriage can 
only be performed by a Rabbi. This problem does 
not only apply to gays and lesbians but also hetero-
sexuals belonging to different religious affiliations. 
There are limited anti-discrimination laws (excep-
tion: certain religious groups).

6 The Virgin Islands of the USA have the same legal 
status as Puerto Rico regarding the USA. Here there 
is also a ban on hate crimes. After the Supreme Court 
decision pro same sex marriage in the US, there are 
plans to implement SSM in Puerto Rico too. 

7 The legal status of homosexual couples, allowed 
to register since June 2013, is unclear because pol-
iticians are persistently refusing to pass a law that 
would accord registered gay and lesbian couples the 
same rights as married heterosexual couples.

8 Bosnia and Herzegovina passed an unclear an-
ti-discrimination law in 2009 in which a ban on 
discrimination against “sexual expression” is men-
tioned. There is a reference that “sexual identity” is 

not meant in this case. It is obvious that an attempt 
to adhere to the minimum requirements from the EU 
has been made, in order to be accepted into the EU.

9 As an overseas territory of the Netherlands 
St. Maarten recognizes same-sex marriages which 
are performed in the Netherlands. In St. Maarten 
itself gay marriage is still not possible, but changes 
can soon follow. There are no adoption laws.

10 There are regional differences in the laws relating 
to homosexuals. In addition, the local religion is just 
as crucial, whether a law is implemented or not.

11 From Armenia we received many reports of illegal 
violence from police against homosexuals.

12 In Botswana is homosexuality practically illegally 
on the basis of the ban on “unnatural act”, but in 
the labor law there is still an explicit prohibition of 
discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation.

13 In Honduras an anti-discrimination law has re-
cently been passed, but in practice it is ignored.

14 In December 2013, the Supreme Court set aside 
a 2009 verdict by the Delhi High Court that had de-
criminalized homosexuality. This has turned gay sex 
into a punishable offence once again and catapulted 
India back into the legal standpoint of colonial times 
under the British.

15 At the request of the UNHCR Sri Lanka has an-
nounced that discrimination of homosexuals is con-
stitutionally forbidden. It was further stressed that 
the anti-sodomy law is not aimed against homosex-
uals, but applies for all to protect public morals.

16 There are reports of a different judicial interpreta-
tions of the law on “sex against nature’.

17 In Mauritius, the sodomy law tends to find appli-
cation with the heterosexual population. The Equal 
Opportunities Act protects homosexuals against 
discrimination at work. It is therefore questionable 

whether homosexuality is classified as illegal or not. 

18 In Bahrain although the paragraph referring to 
sodomy was abolished in 1976 from the local legal 
code, gay men can still be punished with imprison-
ment according to the laws regarding “unmoral” 
behaviour.

19 Consensual homosexual acts in Peru between 
adults are legal. An exception applies for members 
of the military and police, who can be prosecuted 
with a prison sentence ranging from 60 days to 20 
years or suspension from duty. 

20 In Ghana there is a ban on unnatural sex. The 
government recognizes in this a clear ban on ho-
mosexuality. 

21 The Shariah-law in Djibouti is often superior to 
the constitutional laws, so that it could be expected 
that homosexuality is punishable.

22 In Nigeria the death penalty only applies for ho-
mosexuals according to the Shariah laws and there-
fore relates only to Muslims in the north of Nigeria.

23 Police stopped violently the Gay Pride on June 
29th, 2015. This can be considered a de facto ban 
on the Pride.

24 The Vatican City adheres to Italian law, but restric-
tions are possible if the ecclesiastical law contradicts 
Italian law. Therefore there are conflicting opinions 
that homosexuality is not illegal or just not happily 
seen, but tolerated.

25 Homosexuality in Iraq is formally legal, but police 
and military track down homosexuals, and reports of 
murder and rape exist.

26 Shariah laws applies in Somalia since 2012. There 
is however contradictory information, since, on the 
one hand the maximum penalty is up to 3 years in 
prison, but 2013 a homosexual was stoned to death 
after a judgment.
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 1 In Indonesia homosexuality is legal, however, 
in the province Aceh the Sharia laws apply but 
only to believers of Islam. In the province Djakarta 
homosexuality is legally seen as spiritual disturbance 
and “sufferers” have no protective rights.

2 In Micronesien different laws apply in the individual 
regions, relating to homosexuals.

3 In Chad and Niger there is only inaccurate 
information on the prohibition of “unnatural sex” or 
provisions which are a potential hazard to prevent 
public immorality. It is not clear, whether this means 
that homosexuality is meant and neither the Embassy 
of Chad nor Niger has not replied to our questions on 
this matter.

4 In the Palestinian territories in the Gaza Strip, 
homosexuality is illegal in Gaza but legal in the West 
Bank.

Ra
nk

in
g

Country To
ta

l

An
tid

isc
rim

in
at

io
n 

le
gi

sl
at

io
n

M
ar

ria
ge

 /
Ci

vi
l P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip

Ad
op

tio
n 

al
lo

w
ed

LG
BT

-M
ar

ke
tin

g

Eq
ua

l A
ge

 o
f 

Co
ns

en
t

Re
lig

io
us

In
flu

en
ce

H
IV

 T
ra

ve
l

Re
st

ric
tio

ns

An
ti-

Ga
y 

La
w

s

Ho
m

os
ex

ua
lit

y 
ill

eg
al

Pr
id

e 
ba

nn
ed

Lo
ca

ls
 h

os
til

e

Pr
os

ec
ut

io
n

M
ur

de
rs

De
at

h 
se

nt
en

ce
s

0 Bonaire 0 - 0 0 0 1 - - - 0 0 -1 0 0 0

North Korea -2 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Indonesia1 -3/-5 0 0 0 0 1 -1 0 -1 0/-1 0 -1 -1 0 0/-1

Micronesia2 -3/-5 0 0 0 0 - -1 0 0/-1 0/-1 0 -2 0 0 0

St. Kitts & Nevis -4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 - -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 0

Chad3 -4 0 0 0 0 0 -2 0 - 0 0 -2 - 0 0

Lesotho -4 0 0 0 0 - -2 0 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0

Palestinian Territories4 -4/-6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 - 0/-1 0/-1 0 -2 - 0 0

Niger3 -6 0 0 0 0 - -2 0 -1 0 0 -2 -1 0 0

South Sudan -6 0 0 0 0 0 -2 - -1 -1 0 -2 0 0 0

Mali -7 0 0 0 0 - -2 0 -1 0 0 -2 0 -2 0

Main sources: 

. Country Report on Human Rights Practices
(annually updated): www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/

humanrightsreport/index.htm

. ILGA – State-Sponsored Homophobia (annually 
updated): www.ilga.org

. ILGA Europe – Europe Rainbow Index
(annually updated): www.ilga-europe.org

. HIV Travel: www.hivrestrictions.org

. As well as internet research to current reports 
from the countries and surveys (e. g. Pew Research 

Center (www.pewresearch.org): “tolerance and 
tension: Islam and Christianity in Sub-Saharan Afri-

ca” and “The global divide on homosexuality ”.)

Not included in the rating: 
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As the legal situation for homosexuals in the different US 
states is so varied, we have listed each of the 50 states which 
make up the USA.

General remark:

On the 26th June 2015 the Supreme Court made a histori-
cal judgment. With 5 votes to 4 the Judges decided that the 
prohibition of marriage for homosexuals is unconstitutional. 
This means that gays and lesbians in all 50 federal states can 
enter into matrimony. The Conservatives are now attempt-
ing to include new additional articles to be included in the 
Constitution which would allow each state to agree on the 
definition of marriage.
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1 California 6 2 2 1 1 0 0 0

Massachusetts 6 2 2 1 1 0 0 0

New York 6 2 2 1 1 0 0 0

4 Colorado 5 2 2 1 1 0 0 -1

Nevada 5 2 2 1 0 0 0 0

Connecticut 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Illinois 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Maine 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Maryland 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

New Hampshire 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

New Mexico 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Oregon 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Rhode Island 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Vermont 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Washington 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

Wisconsin 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 0

17 Iowa 4 2 2 0 1 0 0 -1

Minnesota 4 2 2 0 1 0 0 -1

New Jersey 4 2 2 0 1 0 0 -1

Arizona 4 1 2 1 1 0 0 -1

Florida1 4 1 2 1 1 0 -1 0

Delaware 4 1 2 0 1 0 0 0

23 Hawaii 3 2 2 0 1 -1 0 -1

Kansas 3 1 2 0 1 0 0 -1

Alaska 3 0 2 0 1 0 0 0

Pennsylvania 3 0 2 0 1 0 0 0

27 Texas2 2 1 2 1 1 -1 -1 -1

Missouri 2 1 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

Nebraska 2 1 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

Indiana 2 0 2 0 1 0 0 -1

Virginia 2 0 2 0 1 0 0 -1

West Virginia 2 0 2 0 1 0 0 -1

Wyoming 2 0 2 0 1 0 0 -1

Ohio 2 0 2 0 1 0 -1 0

35 Kentucky 1 1 2 0 1 -1 -1 -1

Louisiana 1 1 2 0 1 -1 -1 -1

Tennessee 1 1 2 0 1 -1 -1 -1

Idaho 1 0 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

Michigan 1 0 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

Montana 1 0 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

North Dakota 1 0 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

South Dakota 1 0 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

Utah 1 0 2 0 1 0 -1 -1

Oklahoma 1 0 2 0 1 -1 0 -1

45 Arkansas 0 0 2 0 1 -1 -1 -1

Georgia 0 0 2 0 1 -1 -1 -1

South Carolina 0 0 2 0 1 -2 0 -1

48 Alabama -1 0 2 0 1 -2 -1 -1

North Carolina -1 0 2 0 1 -2 -1 -1

50 Mississippi3 -2 0 0 0 1 -1 -1 -1

Gay Travel Index USA

Notes:

1 In 2015 Florida explicitly lifted the adoption ban for homosexuals 
after the federal judges has classified it as unconstitutional in 2010.

2 In Texas as a result from supreme court ruling from 2003 in the 
case Lawrence vs Texas the sodomy law was deemed to contradict 
the constitution of the USA. The sodomy laws are however still found 
in the code of law in Texas, although no longer enforced.

3 The Mississippi is currently the only state in the United States, 
where adoption for homosexual couples is not allowed. Neither a 
joint adoption, nor a stepchild adoption is possible for homosexuals.


